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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


The following Sermon was preached in a neighbouring country 
Parish, on Thursday, April 13, 1815, being the day appointed for 
a General Thanksgiving for the return of Peace. 


SERMON NO. XXV. 


GENERAL THANKSGIVING, 


Isaiah xiv. 7. 
‘I make peace, and create evil ; I, the Lord, do these things.” 


We are assembled, my brethren, in the temple of the Lord of 
Hosts, in obedience to the civil and ecclesiastical authorities, and, 
[ doubt not, in perfect unison with*our own feelings and affections, 
to offer up to the throne of Grace, the incense of our gratitude and 
our praise, for the signal mercies Which God has been pleased to 
bestow upon otr happy land. In the discharge of this grateful 
duty, we are called upon to acknowledge our dependence upon him 
who ereated all things by his Word, and who governs them by his 
wil. We are called upon to confess, that the blessings whieh we 
are now met to commeniorate, are derived solely from his merey, 
and that it is not ‘* the might of our own arm,” that “ hath gotten 
us the victory.’ With these feclings, and these acknowledgements, 
we may humbly approach the throne of God, and trust in his mer- 
cy to accept our thanksgiving, and hear our prayers for our much 
favoured country; for it is he*alone, who ‘“‘ maketh peace,” and 
sendeth ‘* prosperity.’ 

There ¥ not, perhaps, in the Ghristiam world, a more solemn 
‘pectacle, than a whole nation prostrating themselves before God 
for mercies received, and at the same time, offering, in all humility 
of heart, their vows of religious obedience. ‘Ask, and it shall be 
given you,” gaid the Saviour of the world; and ‘‘ no good thing” 
‘aid the Psalmist “ will God withhold from them who live a godly 
life.” God must be propitiated through the means of grace which 
he has left with his Church ; by, religious obediencey thanksgiving 
and prayer. He will not, always, bestow his blessings unimplored. 
He is a covenant God, and, therefore, the conditions of the cove- 
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nant must be faithfully fulfiled on our part, before we can reason. 
bly expect them to be fulfiled on the part of our gracious Creatoy 
Individual piety makes)ip national religion, and a nation to be 
truly prosperous, great, and happy, must live in the fear oj God, 
We have the authority of an Apostie for believing, that “ the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the’ Lord is agaiast them that do eyi|.” 
The Apostle then adds for our further consolation; “ And who j. 
he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good: 
What an inducement is this, my brethren, to live m obedience to 
God! The Lord of Hosts, “whose power novcreature is able to 
withstand,” wall fight the battles of his people, who earnestly ep- 
deavour to walk in his laws: “the Lord will be their refuge, evey 
in due time of trouble.” 

That God is, indeed, “ the Governor among the nations;” tha 
**he doeth according to his will in the army of heayen, and amoug 
the inhabitants of the earth,” needs but little retlection to perceive 
When we search the pages of history, and see the diflerent fat 
which has befallen the various nations of the world since time b.- 
gan; when wessee them successively rising into strength, cement. 
ing their power with blood, and then crumbling into ruins: when 
we read in our Bible, that this succession of events was known by 
prophecy forsages before'they occurred, and were generally the 
eflects of sin against God; we are led to the conclusion, that there 
is a Providence which governs the world. Indeed, if we reflect on 
the immensity of that power which called matter into existence; 
if we contemplate the tntinite wisdom and goodness which the Al- 
mighty has manifested in every part of the creation, we cannot 
suppose that God has left the world to govern itself; but we ar 
irresistibly led to acknowledge with the Psalmist, that, “* the king- 
dom is the Lord’s, and that he is the governor among the nations.” 
And the reflection isdelightful to the pious mind, that God, himsel!, 
has declared by his Prophet dsaiah his providential rule over th 
kingdoms of the world: “ [am the Lord that maketh all things: 
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone: that spreadeth abroad th 
earth by myself; that frustrateth the tokens of the liars, an¢ 
maketh divivers mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh 
their knowledyve foolish; that eontirmeth the word of his servant, 
and performeth the counsel of his Messengers... I form the light 
and create darkness; L make peace and create evil: I, the Lord, 
do all these things.” 

If we read with attention the history of the ancient Jews, we 
shall see exemplified, in the strongest manner, the doctrine of @ 
national Providence! We shall likewise see, that so long as the) 
continued obedient to God, and walked inthe statutes which hie 
had given them, so long were they successful against their enemies. 
prosperous in their condition, and happy in their individual, as well 
as collective @apacity. But when they forsook the worship o! 
God, despised his laws, detied his power, and abandoned themselves 
to every species of wickedness; then were they oppressed by thet’ 











1827.] General Thanksgiving. 195 


enemies, or cut off by the retributive justice of their offended Maker 
The Almighty has graciously told us that, he *‘ does not willingly 
afflict or grieve the children of men ;”’ but that his “ delight is in 
mercy ;” his judgments, though always righteous, are never exer- 
cised but when his mercy fails to produce obe didnee. gratitude and 
love. -When, therefore, he scourges a nation with “ war, pesti- 
lence, or famine,” and the inhabitants will not ‘‘ hearthe rod, and 
who hath appointed it;” wheathey will not acknowledge that they 
are sinful, dependent creatures, existing only by his mercy, and do 
not turn unto him in weeping, fasting, and prayer; then, is the 
light of his countenance utterly Widiid raw n from them, and they are 
left a prey to their own devices, and to every evil, physical and mo- 
ral, which may assailthem. ‘“ Be ye afr: tid of the sword,’ says the 
pious, but afflicted Job, “for wrath bringeth: the punishments of 
the sword, that ye may know there is a judgement.’ 

Nor need we to Jook back be ‘yond our own age, to see, in an ac- 
eomplished people, the direful effects of uational apostacy ; in the 
dereliction of religious duties, and in the total destruction of the 
altars of the living “God: There we may see a great and guilty na- 
tion, by infidelity “and misrule, made one vast theatre of rapine, 
war, and blood! There we may see her once happy, but then fran- 
tic, legions, immolating the Priests of the Redeemer, and scatte ring 
desolation and death through every nation, which refused to be 
as frantic as themselves! T here we may behold tyranny gorging 
itself with human blood, and ambition stalking with gigantic strides 
amidst the ruins of empires, and crushing be neath its iron tread, the 
liberties of the people. 

In our social capacity, our dependence upon the smiles of Provi- 
dence is equally visible. If we look abroad into the world we shall, 
perhaps, see some families, who once lifted up their heads in arro- 
gance and splendour, now prostrated to the ground, a prey to re- 
morse, to poverty, and woe. Borne on the wings of affluence and 
worldly honor, they once soared above the surrounding multitude, 
and looked down from their giddy height with indifference, if not 
with contempt, upon their less wealthy, and more humble, aad un- 
assuming neighbours. Every thing seemed to prosper under their 
directing hands, and even the asperities of an envious world, 
shrunk from opposing their fancied happiness. ‘They revelled in 
pleasure, and exhausted invention to increase enjoyment. Every 
gale bore upon its bosom the fragrance of the East, to gratify their 
senses; and athousand climes were rifled of their sweets, to minis- 
ter to their fictitious wants. All was confidence, peace and joy. 
But amidst all ‘his profusion of apparent bliss, the moral Governor 
of the world, the Author of their prosperity, was forgotten ; the fear 
of God was lost. Self was the idol of worship. ‘The sinfulness of 
the heart was either unfelt, or unacknowledged. God was not in- 
voked in prayer, nor the psalm of thanksgiving heard in their 
dwelling. But in an evil hour, the light of God’s countenance 
was withdrawn; every thing was then at enmity with their happi- 
nese: the elements conspired against their possessions; disease in- 
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vaded their dwellings; death seized upon some of their family. 
friends forsook, or deceived them ; poverty stared them in the face. 
and nothing is left them, but remorse of conscience and bitternes 
of heart. Behold, bere, the chastening rod of an offended Goq' 
The destroying Angel is let loose against them for a season, to 
rouse them to a proper sense,of their dependence upon theif Maker. 
to convince them of sin; to reclaim them from the vanities of th- 
world; to “turn them fron? idols serve the living God.” Sp» 
true it is, my brethren, that “ affliction riseth not out of the ground, 
and that trouble springeth not from the dust,” that a little sel{-.y- 
amination willy show us, that) “in many things we offend all,” 
Many who have been thus plunged from happiness into woe, and 
from affluence into comparative Want, because they had forgotten 
“the Lord who boughtthem” with his own blood, have been awak- 
‘ened toa sense of their guilt, and, by repentance, and faith, and 
obedience, now live in the fear and the love of God, acknowledy- 
ing, with the royal Psalmist: “ It is good for me thatel have bee, 
afflicted,” for “ before I was afflicted I Went astray ; but now have 
| kept thy word.” ° 

Although gratitude to God ts pre eminently distinguished among 
the graces of Christianity, yet, the professors of religion are, often- 
times, not as,observant of this duty, as the goodness of God de- 
mands. Many of them are s@ accustomed, perhaps from their 
infancy, to enjoy the blessings of heaven, and to have their wishes 
and their wants gratified, that they, too, semetimes*forget the gra- 
cious Being who bestows them, and they divide their affections 
between God, and the world ; and it is only when misfortunes and 
afflictions ; sickness or death, darken their prospects, and prostrate 
their hopes.and their joys, that they become sensible that they have 
sinned against God, and that He, alone, is the “ giver of every good 
and perfect gift,” tothe children of men. 

In contemplating the dispensations of Divine Providence to the 

nations of the world, our minds are irresistibly drawn, upon the 
resent occasion, to the consideration of those unmerited blessings 
which God has been graciously pleased to bestow upon our own. 
lor if ever a people had reason to be thankful for the manifestation 
of his power in their behalf, we, indeed, owe to him an incalculable 
debt of gratitude, of unbounded love, obedience and praise. We 
have received so large a portion of his blessings, that every heart 
should sing with thanksgiving, and every tongue confess the mercy 
and goodness of God our Saviour. 

From the earliest dawn of our revolution to the present day, God 
has been our protector and guide. He has raised us into political 
existence from colonial dependence, and given us a high, and honor- 
able rank, among the most powerful nations of the world. And 
although clouds and tempests have sometimes’ flitted across our 
bright horizon, and cast a momentary gloom over the patriot hearts 
yet, we consoled ourselves with David, that should war ensue, 
“through God we should do valiantly ; for it is he that will tread 
down our enemies.” 
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The portentous clouds which had so long been gathering In our 
porizom, increased in density and darkness, until no longer able to 
support their own accumulating weight, they burst over our heads, 
al poured all their fury upon our peaceful land. hus joined 
S acain in conflict with one of the great powers of the world, we rest- 
»j our hopes of safety on the bravery of our people, and the pro- 
ection of our God. Nor was the struggle either long or arduous. 
Vctory, which so often hadspread her wings over the standard of 
ur country in former days, again cheered us with her benignant 
giles. The enemy was every where defeated, and Peace once 
wore sheds her blessings over our free and happy land. On this 

ful oceasion, we are invited, in an especial manner, to recall to 
ad the meréiful Providence of God, in preserving our beloved 
-ountry, amidst the ravages of war, and for bringing to an honor- 
ble termination, the conflict in which we have been engaged. 
When we cast our thoughts back upon the scenes of turmoil and 
«al through which we have passed, what abundant reason do we 
‘od for thankfulness to God, in giving us victories which are unpa- 
salleled in the history of modern times. Indeed, when I reflect 
ypon that stupendous prowess which covered with glory, andcrown- 
ed with victory, the arms of our countrymen in the defence of a 
south-western city,* I can compare it with nothing less than those 
stonishing victories, which, sometimes, were achieved by the Is- 
nelites, over the nations which God, himself, had doomed to des- 
ruction. This victory was not only great, but marvellous; and 
closed the war. 

The distinguished success with which it likewise pleased the Al- 
uighty to crown our arms upon that element,t where the proud 
mistress of the sea had not only reared her gigantic head, but was, 
proverbially, irresistibly terrible, is, indeed, a source of gratulation 
toevery American, and should be cause of praise to him, ‘* who is 
the giver of all victory.” We may, indeed, truly say, that, with 
wme few, inconsiderable, exceptions, wherever our arms have 
wetthe enemy, either on the land, or on the water, our gallant fel- 
owecitizens have evinced a spirit of achievement, and an ardour 
“enterprize, which no toil could subdue, nor danger dismay. 

_ But, ina more particular manner, we are called upon to be thank- 
lul to God for his goodness, in preserving our own State from the 
‘vagesofwar. While embattled legions swept over other portions 
‘'oureountry, and crimsoned its soil with the blood of our fellow- 
“lizens ; while northern towns were ferociously burnt, and southern 
‘ites robbed of their slaves, the inhabitants of South-Carolina have 
‘velt in comparative security and peace. If we have heard “ the 
“ec ol preparation,” and seen the “ pomp of war,” its awful thun- 
ders have only been heard at a distance, like the low, solemn, mur- 


_* New-Orleans ; where the gallant Jackson on the 8th January 1815, defeated the 
troops with the loss of 3000 men, killed, wounded, and prisoners ; while the 
‘the Americans was no more than seren killed, and siz wounded! Peace had 
‘izued at Ghent, in December 1814. 

nmodore Perry captured.the British fleet on Lake Frie, Sept: 10, 181%. 
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muring of asummer storm, which bursts upon other lands, »),), 
ries all its terrors to other bosoms. In other sections of the | é. 
the glad sound of victory has been drowned im the lamentarj,,, 
the widow ; and the acclamations of a nation’s joy, have been o. 
fled amidst the sighs, and the tears of the orphan. The ti\, 
victory has been strewed with the mangled reinains of the |. * 
and the parent, and virgin affection has sought for her plighs 
love, amidst the dying and the dead. 

From these diretul effects of war, God, in his merey, ha. },, 
pleased to spare us; and here, amidst th® security which. Uudes 
God, the gallantry of our countrymen has confirmed, we cay yyy 
the past events as they operate upon our country at large, ay), 
flect upon the happy e ‘fects which they may be made to > 

The natural effects of such bravery and patriotisin as we |), 
seen displayed in the late contest, must be, to elevate the Amene, 
character in the eyes of an admiring world ; to give stability g)) 
dignity to our republican institutions ;¢and to prove, if proof wen 
necessary, that the sword can be wielded by the citizens of 4 coy. 
monuwealth, withas consummate science, and as fatal success, as \y 
the proud armies of emperors and kings: They will teach fore, 
nations, what it is important for them to learn, never to calcu 
upon our political dissentions to aid them in accomplishing 
measure dishonorable to our people, or which may, in any wise, 
fect the integrity of our Union. Asin religion there is but on 
sorbing object, the love of God, so, in politics, there should be bw 
one object of supreme regard to Americans, the Independence « 
our common country. IT will not, my brethren, insult you by: 
ing, that every thing which has the appearance of foreign vendita 
tion mast be avoided ; for in my soul [ believe, that, whatever co 
louring the spirit of party may have given to measures and Opinions 
such a hateful feeling was never cherished in the bosom of av) 
our citizens. Facts have shown, that when danger, fromm with 
threatened the Republic, party feeling was laid eaiile. and one » 
nuous, universal, effort was made, to support the honor, ani’ 
integrity of the Union. 

In conclusion, permit me, my brethren, to remark, that amids® 
these manifestations of Divine goodness, it becomes us serious!!! 
ask our own hearts, whether we have, in any measure, deserved 
these blessings? Have we devoted ourselves and our fami: 
the service of God, and constantly ** walked in his statutes,” «00 
“the laws which he has set.before us”? These, my brethren, ® 
important questions. We are now blessed with the return of pe" 
and national prosperity will, we confidently trust, again sul’ 
our free and happy land ; but we must remember, that sin, and di 
obedience, may cause the Almighty to withdraw his countess 
and leave us to reap the fruit of our own devices, and pert! 
again to be plunged into war. Sin, my brethren, is abhorrent)” 
nature of God, and will be punished, either in time or eternity: 
dividuals are oftentimes afflicted beni! that they may be ang 
hereafter; but nations receive either their reward, or their put" 
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at, in this world ; for here, alone, they ¢an be operated upon in 
we congregate state. In order, theretore, to please that gracious 
“v7 who sways. the destinies of empires, and whose mercies 
ve have, this day, met to commemorate, let me earnestly entreat 
sou, my brethren, to humble yourselves before: him in repentance, 
“oth, and prayer; and to live in obedience to his will. Pardon me, 
wy brethren, for sayimgy as ny office requires me to say, that neither 
yu, por 1, can appeal to God and declare that, we are tree from 
vp, Can you, my brethren say, that you are “ holy in all manner 
‘conversation and godliness” s That you do not blaspheme God’s 
holy yame? That you reverence his sanctuary and his Sabbaths ? 


P God, my brethren, requires that sin, of every kind and degree, both 


(body and mind, should be abandoned; that every pleasurable 
»dulgence which may lead us into sin must be relinquished. How, 
‘hen, my brethren, can you expect either private happiness, or pub- 
i¢ prosperity, if you are heedless of these things, and set at defi- 
nee the will and the power of God? If it be your wish to receive 
jwine protection, implore it in prayer. If you ardently desire the 
smiles, and the blessings of heaven, enter into communion with 
God, through his appointed means of grace. If you wish to be dis- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, endeavour to “ walk as he walked 
in the world,” and ‘take up his cross and follow him,’ that 
“where he is, you may be also.” As “the way of man is not in 
himself; and as itis not in man that walketh to direct his steps,” 
you must pray to ** the Father of Lights,” for wisdom and under- 
tauding. You must show, by your own example, that God must be 
honored in all the charities of socialand domestic life; in all holy 
conversation and godliness; in the religious instructien of your 
household; in a regular attendance upon his ordinances, and in 
the worship of his Sanctuary. Wherever your influence extends, 
(rod requires you to exert it in promoting the intellectual and mo- 
rilimprovement of your fellow men ; and, ac@ordipg to your means, 
to cherish the religious and charitable institutions connected with 
vourChurch. ‘The talents which God has committed to your care, 
must be employed for his honor and glory, as well as for your own 
interest, convenience, or pleasure. In your relation to your coun- 
try, your civil duties are highly important. Discountenance every 
thing like party or sectional feeling, that the pure principles of the 
‘evolution, as embodied in the Constitution, may operate for the 
general good. When you are called upon to select fit persons for 
the various offices of government, if it be possible, let your suffrages 
he given to religious men. In the hands of those who love, who 
worship, and who fear to offend their Maker, the Republic will be 
sale; for the advancement of God’s glory, the good of his Church, 
the safety, honor, and welfare of his people,’ will be the great ob- 
jects of their solicitude and prayer. 

Where these principles influence a people, and God is honoured 
in all their thoughts and. deeds, we have reason to believe, that he 
will hear their prayers, for their own and their country’s welfare, 
and, through the merits and intercession of our ever adorable Re- 
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deemer, will bless them with peace, prosperity, and happines, 
this present world, and ‘with everlasting joys in the next, We 
then, may we conclude withthe words ofthe royal Psalmiy — 
‘“‘ Happy are the people,that are in such a case; yea, blessed ,,, 
the people, who have the Lord for their God.” ' 
Finally, Brethren, my earnest prayer to God is, that you mar 
‘‘ grow in grace, and in the knowledge’ofp,our Lord and Sayigy, 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory both now and forever. Amen,” 
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the length of the service. ‘Now, will any religious person object to 
worshipping his Maker for one hour and three quarters, once® 
week ? I think not. Persons who are not, and who do not wish 
to be thought, serious or religious, may object ;-but even in this 
they would act inconsistently, as it regards time ; for they nev! 
complain of sitting in a Theatre, or at the Circus, for three or four 
hours on astretch. It is not, then, for light and worldly people te 
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talk about the length of the Morning Service. Itis not, I suspect, so 
much the length of the service, as the service itself, the worship of 
God, which constitutes the objection: for we but seldom see these 
people at Church in the afternoon, when the service is acknowledg- 
edto be short enough. As religious people will not, and worldly 
persons ought not to complain of the length of the service, why, 
then, should it be altered? Some alterations, however, may be de- 
sirable. 

That some of the lessons are longer than are needful, I readily 
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, If they all live so long, when there will be twenty-six Sun- 


days after Trinity. But even in the original arrangement of the 


* In Charleston. Prayers are read in St. Michael's, and St. Paul’s Churches on 
Wednesday, and in St. Philip’s Church on Friday. On Holy Days, service is per- 
formed in all. tn St. Stephen’s Chapel, there is a Lecture, after Prayers, every 
Tharsday afternoon. 
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deemer, will bless thea ith peace, prosperity, and happiness , 


this present world, and’ with everlasting joys in the next. We! 


then, may we conclude with’ the words ofthe royal Psalmi« —_ 
‘‘ Happy are the people,that are in such a case; yea, blessed ,, 
the people, who have the Lord for their God.” : 

Finally, Brethren, my earnest prayer to God is, that yoy mar 
‘“‘ grow in grace, and in the knowledge of,our Lord and Say,,,. 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory both now and forever. Amey” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON ALTERATIONS OF THE LITURGY. 


The alterations proposed to be made in the Liturgy, at the |, 
General Convention, [see Gospel Messenger, iii. p. 375] have ogy. 
pied much of my thoughts.. Acecustomed to this venerable, ay) 
evangelical form of divine worship, I feel for every part of jt :\y 
same regard as the Jews of old did for every stone which compos. 
ed their holy and magnificent temple. Every part of it is too sacred 
to be indiscreetly touched, and it is too important, as a whole, tp 
be rudely mutilated. Still, however, I am not so rivetted to t\y 
very letter of the Law, as to object to any alteration, or moditics. 
tion, which men of learning, piety, and discretion, may prove to lx 
desirable and useful. But I am altogether opposed to. leaving ay 
thing in a formulary of worship, to the discretion, or, I would rather 
say, the indiscretion, of well meaning, but weak minds. Indeed, 
the very circumstance of having a Liturgy, or precomposed form 
of public worship, implies, that our Church possesses a fixed, and 
not a discretionary, service. 

The length of, the*morning service, which is given as a reaso 
for some of the proposed alterations, does not appear to me to le 
really objectionable in itself. If no time be lost by the Minister 
beginning, and in repeating the service, and if the sermon be no 
more than half an hour long, the whole need not exceed, one hvw 
and three quarters. This is actually the case in the Church where! 
worship, and where the full organ service, and much chanting, 
always performed. No part of the service is omitted. Sometimes, 
indeed, long lessons, or gospels, occur ; and sometimes the Preach 
er may think it necessary to give a longer discourse than usual, 
and thus, the service may be lengthened. But the latter cause, be 
ing entirely under the Preacher’s control, is no argument agains! 
the length of the service. ‘Now, will any religious person object \ 
worshipping his Maker for one hour and three quarters, onc¢ ® 
week? I think not. Persons who are not, and who do not wis) 
to be thought, serious or religious, may object ;.but even in thi 
they would act inconsistently, as it regards time; for they neve’ 
complain of sitting in a Theatre, or at the Circus, for three or four 
hours on astretch. It is not, then, for light and worldly people t¢ 
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talk about the length of the Morning Service. It is not, I suspect, 80 
much the length of the service, as the service itself, the worship of 
God, which constitutes the objection: for we but seldom see these 
people at Church in the afternoon, when the service is acknowledg- 
edto be short enough, As religious people will not, and worldly 
persons ought not to complain of the length of the service, why, 
then, should it be altered’ Some alterations, however, may be de- 
sirable. 

That some of the lessons are longer than are needful, I readily 
allow, and am willing that a better selection should be made; but 
I am not willing to leave it to the discretion of any Minister. I think 
the object may be obtained without it. Let the General Convention 
form a judicious selection of short Sunday Lessons, adapted to the 
seasons of the ecclesiastical year; and likewise for occasiunal ser- 
vices, such as, When Funeral Sermons are to be preached, or col- 
lections made ; meetings of the Convention, &c. I am aware, that 
the lessons for the last two occasions are now left to the discretion 
ofthe Minister. The Bishops should be authorized by a Rubric, 
to appoint the lessens at Ordinations, and Confirmations. An ap- 
propriate selection should, likewise, be made for the service of Wed- 
nesday and Friday, instead of the present consecutive course in the 
Calendar. Many of the present daily lessons are not adapted to the 
edification of a promiscuous congregation, The original intention 
of the consecutive lessons, as at present arranged in the Calendar, 
was this: In the Cathedrals, and in several of the Parish Churches, 
in England, divine service was regularly performed twice a day ; 
the subjects which were then began on one day, would either be fin- 
ished on the same, or the following day, and could be distinetly 
remembered by the congregation. In this way, the Old Testament 
would be, mostly, read through in the year once; the New Testa- 
ment twice, and the Psalms twelve times. But in the United States, 
where Prayers are read only on Wednesday, or Friday, or on both 
of those days,* there will be no connexion between the lessons of 
one week, and those of another, and nothing like a regular system 
of biblical reading is given. A subject may be begun, which may 
never be finished. This was the case on the day when I begah 
these remarks, (April 20) and which, indeed, reminded me of the 
subject. The first Lesson was Judges XI. to v. 29, which ends in 
the middle of the interesting relation of ‘ Jephthah’s rash vow,” 
and which, according to the present arrangement, the congregation 
will never hear concluded, A similar case occurred likewise May 
2; when the very interesting history of the death and resurrection 
of Lazarus was begun, and left unfinished ; (John xi. to vy. 30,) and 
the whole will not be heard by the same congregation for seven 
years, if they all live so long, when there will be twenty-six Sun- 


* oe] 
days after Trinity. But even in the original arrangement of the 


* InCharleston, Prayers are read in St. Michael's, and St. Paul’s Churches on 
Wednesday, and in St. Philip’s Church on Friday. On Holy Days, service is per- 
formed in all. In St. Stephen’s Chapel, there is a Lecture, after Prayers, every 
Thursday afternoon. 
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Lessons, something like selection was made ; nearly two Whok 
books, and several chapters of others, are omitted tor this Plain rey 
son, that they could not be read in public worship to Christian ed) 
fication. Many lessons, however, ure still retained, which, fo; oF 
same reason, should be expunged. Krom the notes I Lave take, 
with reference to this subject, | could give many examples ; byt ;), 
fact being well known to every reader of the Bible, renders jt yy. 
necessary. 

The Psalter, bthink, might be better arranged than it is now, }, 
adopting the abridgement published in the “Proposed Book.” ; 
1785. ‘The Psalms are there made sufficiently short, by the omis. 
sion of such parts as are not adapted to Christian worship. Or jj, 
different arrangement be thought better, be it so; any thing bur 
discretiunary se slection by individuals. 

The alteration proposed to be made in the Preface to the office o: 
Contirmation, is, in my opinion, absolutely necessary. The cop. 
dition of the Chureh in the United States demands it. Many per. 
sons advanced in years, that they may “fulfil all righteous eal 
offer themselves for Confirmation. The, Preface, evide ‘nthy, wi; 
never intended for these persons, but for youth, who are just arriy- 
ed at that critical period of lite, when they begin to look into the 
world with uwew hope, and view its varied, gilded, scenes, with fe 
ings of peculiar delight. These “ who have how come to years o! 
discretion,” and “ can say the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and 1) 
ten Commandments,’ &c. are about to assume the vows whic! 
their * Godfathers and Godmothers promised for them in baptisw. 
But it would be ridiculous to make this address to persons, upwards 
of thirty years of age, or more. I have, however, heard it, ofteuer 
than once, but, | confess, not with pleasure. Nay, I will further 
say, that I have, myself, been the subject of such a Contirmation ; 
lor there was no opportunity of receiving this holy and apostolic 
rite in Charleston, until the year 1813, when it was administered, 
for the first time, by the late Bishop Dehon. I had then passed the 
meridian of life, and had, before, been admitted to the Lord’s table. 
The Bishops | am sure must, on such occasions, feel the incongr- 
ity of the Pretace ; aud as they have recommended the alteration, 
it will, I trust, be adopted. 

On the subject of the Ante Communion Service, I have but a few 
remarks to make. Ifthe present Rubries be deemed not sufficient) 
explicit to ensure the regular reading of that service, every Lord > 
Day, let them be amended in such a way, as to preclude difference 
of opinion on the subje et. For my own part, I see no necessity {or 
any alteration here. ‘I ‘he last Rubric but one, before the sentences 
which are read while the Church,Wardens are collecting the alms, 
is in these words:” Then the Minister shall declare unto the Peo- 
ple what Holy davs, or Fasting days, are inthe week following 
be observed ; and (if occasion he) s hall notice be given of the Con- 
munion, and of the Bans of Matrimony, and “other Matters to be 
published.” Now, it appears plain to me, at least, that it was the 
ivtention of the Church to have the Holy days, &e. regularly 0! 
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<erved, as 18 usually the practice in most city Churches. With this 
view, the Church has appointed the placédn the service, where no- 
rice of such holy days, Xc. shall be given tothe Congregation > and 
this place 1s, immediately after thé ante-communion service shall 
have been read. “* Then the Minister shall declare unto the Peo- 
ple:” “* then,” that.is, when the immediately preceding parts of the 
wervice Shall have been gone through. And that this may not be 
construed into the intention of giving these notices only when the 
Communion is administered, the Rubric requires notice of the Com- 
munion to be given inthe same place, after the ante-communion ser- 
vice shall have been read, and at a time wheu no communion is 
adwinistered. By way of allustrating the subject PE will state: On 
Sunday, July 22, notice is to be given in the city Churehes, of the 
Festival of St. James, on the 25th; and on Sunday, the 29th, notice 
will be given of the Communion on the Sundgy following. Now, 
if the ante-communion service be not read on the 22d and 29th of 
July, where shall these notices be given? The Rubric does not 
say, after Morning Prayer; but, after the Commandmeuts, Epistle 
and Gospel have been read, ‘* then” &c. From all this it appears, 
to me at least, to be the inténtion of the OGhurch, to have the ante- 
communion service read every Sunday, whether there be a Com- 
munion or not. Ab + 


—ISbe 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
REVIEW OF A TRACT. 


Ir has always been my opinion, that every denomination of 
Christians, is the best judge of what may be proper for the instruc- 
tion of its own people; and that no one has a right to express any 
displeasure, when this instruction is urged with becoming courtesy 
to others. This is my view of religious liberty. One ofthe means 
lor disseminating religious truth is the distribution of Tracts. These 
tracts, therefore, should contain, what each denomination believes 
to be “ the truth asit is in Jesus.”” This axiom may be illustrated 
by stating, by way of example, that the Church of which Lam a 
member, holds the scriptural origin, and primitive practice, of in- 
fant baptism; but the respectable denomination of Baptists, is not 
of this opinion. We are here at issue, upon a very important point ; 
for one or other of these Opinions must, necessarily, be wrong, and 
unseriptural. “My Baptist friend, and I, therefore, cannot unite in 
the distribution of the same tract on baptism; because, I should 
conscientiously affirm, what he would as conscientiously deny. 1 
believe Infant baptism to be essentially right, while he believes it to 
be essentially wrong. This being the fact, what isto be done? As 
there is no necessity for uniting in the distribution-of tracts, we must 
agree to differ; and with Christian charity, and good feeling to- 
wards each other, let him distribute tracts according to the belief of 
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his Church, and I will distribute mine. This should»produce ,, 
breach of personal respect, or lessen mutual esteem. 

Under the influence of these opinions, I have felt no desire 4, 
join the ** American Tract Society,” which is an attempt at an ama). 
gamation ofall religious opinions in the crucible of liberality, yo, 
had I read, or even seen, any of its tracts, until*one was placed in 
my hands, a few days ago, by a friend. The name of the emine ntly 
learned, and orthodox Leslie, i is on the title page, and this name al. 
ways commands my attention and respect. The tract is numbered 
123; and purports to be “the substance of Leslic’s Method with 
the Deists, and truth of Christianity demonstrated.”” These, in the 
original, arg distinct works, and, together, cover &9 closely printed 
Svo. pages ;* while the tract comprises no more than 20 pages jy 
[2mo.t+ Leslie calls his tract, * a short and easy’ method,” Ke. bu; 
this is reduced to a Mere skeleton. On comparing this tract with 
the original, I find that the heads are differently arranged ; but of 
this I do not complain, as the author’s text is, confessedly, not given. 
But it may be regretted, that fourteen 8vo. pages of this interesting 
and instructive work are altogether omitted. 

The first thing which it may be necessary to notice, is, an omis- 
sion of part of a quotation which Leslie gives at length from Deut. 
xi. 2to 8; the tract omits all from the first member of the 3d verse, 
down to the 7th. Now, I can see no other reason for this omission, 
than to get rid of the accountof Dathan and Abiram, whom God was 
pleased to punish for their unlawful interference in the Priest’s of- 
fice. (See Numb. xvi.) Tu page 5, T find these names again omit- 
ted. The original, in Leslie, is in these words: * Aaron’s rod 
which badded, was kept in the Ark, in nemory of the rebellion, and 
wonderful destruction of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ; ; and for the 
confirmation ofthe priesthood to the tribe of Levi.” As the Holy 
Spirit has thoughtthis occurrence worth recording, for our edifiea- 
tion, we should. not, I think, hide it from the view of the people. Iu 
the same page, the tract says, “ the tribe of Levi were appointed 
an! conse erated by God as his Ministers, Leslie uses the word 
* Priests,” which sounds in my ears full as well, and is equally as 
short. But w hy this change? Leslie further says: “ they hada 
magnificent tabernacle, with a visible priesthood to administer init, 
which was confined to the tribe of Levi; over whom was placed a 
glorious high-priest,” &c. The tract somewhat changes this pas- 
sage, and makes it read thus; p.6: ‘they had a splendid taberna- 
cle, with a regular priesthood to administer in it, confined to one 
particular tribe, and a superinfendant High Priest:” Something, 
probably, in the style of our modern moderators ! 

Mr. Leslie says: “* Suppose TI should——endeavour to persuade 
the Christian world, that they had all along, from that day to this, 


* See Scholar Armed, L. pp. 10, 184, Lond. 1812; or Leslie’s Fol. Works, |. pp 


9, 135, Lond 1721. 
t Tnere are some other small tracts of Leslie whieh I should much wish to see re 


published. | will, at present, name bat one, viz. His * Discourse on the qualifies 
tions necessary to administer the Sacraments” 
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kept the first day of the week in memory of such an hero, an Apol- 
lonius, & Barcosbas, ora Mahomet 3’ &c. Instead of these names, 
the tract, p- 9% substitutes, “ a Cesar or a Mahomet.” And so 
avain, When speaking of the Stonehenge in Salisbury plain, Mr. 
teslie says: “that these stones were set up by Hercules, Polyphe- 
mus, or Garagantua,” but the tract, p. 7, sticks to ** Cesar or a Ma- 
homet.” It appears to me that common readers will understand 
one set of names, just as readily as the other, and, therefore, those 
of the Author ought to have been retained. In page 9, where the 
tract uses the word ordinances, Mr. Leslie writes sacraments. As 
“ ordinances” are not the ‘ substance” of “ sacraments,” and is a 
word of the same length, what reason existed for the change ! Was 
ta sacrifice offered up to the spirit of the times? Inthe same 
age, the tract omits these words: ‘‘ they,” the Clergy, ‘* have con- 
tinued by regular succession to this day.” But all this is of but 
little importance; and if I had met with nothing more worthy of 
notice, 1 should not have written on the subjeet. [I must, however, 
here, enter my protest against making an Author speak, what he 
never intended, and, probably, might have. disapproved ; and then, 
vive it currency by the use of his name. 

There is one*passage on which I must make a few remarks, as it 
affords a clear view of what we have a right to expect from these 
amalgamated publications. ‘The tract, pp. 10, 11, says: ** And it 
would have been as impossible to persuade men in after ages, that 
they had been circumcised, or baptised, and celebrated Passovers, 
Sabbaths, and other ordinances, under the ministration of a certain 
order of Priests.” This paragraph, in the original, is very differ- 
ent; it is this: ‘‘ And it is full as impossible to persuade men 
that they had been circumcised, baptised, had circumcised or baptised 
their children, celebrated passovers, sabbaths, sacraments,” &c. The 
tract omits the words had circumcised, or baptised their children. 
Infant baptism is here expunged, contrary to the known prin- 
ciples of the Author. Now by the four marks, or rules, laid 
down by Leslie,* the matter of fact of infant baptism in the 
primitive ages of the Christian Church, can be as incontrovertibly 
proved, as the matter of fact of circumcision in the ancient Jewish 
Church; which, indeed, was one object which Leslie had in view. 
The tract, then, does not give the substance of Mr. Leslie’s work. 
As every Christian denomination, but one, admits the validity of 
Infant baptism, am I to believe, that infant baptism has been omit- 
ted in the traet, lest the peculiar characteristic of that one denomi- 
nation should be éalled into question? The Quakers, denying both 
Sacraments, are not included in these remarks. I trust it will not 
be deemed indecorous to inquire, whether it be reasonable, that an 


‘1. Thatthe matters of fact be such, as that men’s outward senses, their eyes and 
ears, may be judges of it. 2. That it be done publicly in the face of the world. 3. 
That not only public monuments be kept up in memory of it, but some outward ac- 
none to be performed. 4. That such monuments and such actions or observances 
instituted, and do commence from the time that the matter of fact was done Fol. 
Works, Ip. 11. 
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important doctrine, acknowledged by all denominations of Chy;),. 
tians, except one, should be kept out of view, not because it js nei 
ther primitive nor scriptural, but lest it should appear to impugn thy, 
opinions of that particular communion? What a fine set of trac, 
will such an obliging disposition produce ! In this »way, princip|, 
may yield to opinion, faith to finite reason, and substance to gh». 
dow ; while the well defined marks of Christ’s visible Church, w;)) 
be kept out of view, until they are finally lost. 

From all these circumstances, I feel the more deeply impresse; 
with the necessity of every denomination having a tract society of 
its own. Let a General Tract Society be established under the 
auspices of the General Convention of our Church; and let Epis- 
copalians make it a matter of conscience, to distribute no tract tha 
is not strictly in accordance with our doctrine, discipline and wor. 
ship, in the profession of which it is our privilege to live, and ou 
hope to die. We shall then go understandingly to work. We shal] 
then know that our religious opinions, which we believe to be war- 
ranted by Scripture, are not.impugned, nor kept out of view, in the 
very works which we are instrumental in distributing. We shal! 
not, at least, mislead ourfpeople. We shall not be “ a house diy:- 
ded against itself,” without symmetry or concord. , 

I will close this subject with an extract from the Address of Bishoy 
Hobart to the Convention of New-York, held in October, 1820, 
** One would think” says the Bishop, ‘‘ that on the subject of dif- 
fusing religious knowledge by tracts, there would be no difference 
of opinion, or of measures, among us. An union here with our 
Christian brethrem who differ from us, must inevitably, to say th 
least, endanger our religious system, either by circulating sent- 
ments in dissonance with its distinctive principles, or by keeping 
them out of view in a general association of commanding influence, 
lead to the belief, common among ourselves, that they are of little 
importance. “ T’o teach the people committed to their care and 
charge, to keep and observe the doctrine, the Sacraments, and the 
discipline of Christ as the Lord hath commanded, and as this 
Church hath received the same,” is the solemn promise of our Cler- 
gy; and surely, in the important matter, therefore, of instruction by 
means of tracts, we ought not to be subject, directly or indirectly, 


to any supervision, or any control, extraneous from our own 
@hurch.” SACERDOS. 


—L~— 


FROM BISHOP WHITE’S ADDRESS, 


TO THE LATE CONVENTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, (MAY 1827) we MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING EXTRACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST. 


‘The Executive Committee of the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, have still reason to complain, that the members o! 
our communion in the other States, have not sustained them by 
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sup} ples adequate to what might reasonably have been expecte “d, 
favour of an institution established by the authority of the w Bias 
chureh. We have lately the satisfaction of an improv ement of our 
prospects ; - and there is the greater call of attention to the subject, 
not only with a view to more extensive usefulness, but because a 
dis proportion: ate share of the burthen has hitherto fallen on the 
E piscopalians of the city of Philadelphia, who, with very little aid 
he tbe its vicinity, have also to support a similar society for church- 

and missions within the limits of the commonw ealth. “The So- 

ciety last alluded to, entitled—* For the Advancement of Christi- 
anity in the State of Pennsylvania,” has had the satisfaction of 
causing its energies to be felt in most of the districts of country 
within ‘the conteniplated limits. ‘They are, however, embarrasse d 
occasionally by the circumstance, that the notoriety of their exist- 
ence continues to merease the claims on them, which they will not 
he able to meet, to the desirable extent, upless by the obtaining of 
more ample supplies, as well by congregational collections, as by 
annual contributions of individuals. 

“Our Sunday School Society continues its course to considera- 
ble advantage. The circumstance ought to be generally known, 
that it has no Control over the parocliial schools, but is intended to 
foster institutions of that description generally through the State, 
chiefly by supplying them with books, on easy terms. It is a satis- 
faction to be able to state, that the subject has taken a new shape, 
in consequence of an act of the late General Convention. They 
have given a beginning to a Sunday School Society for the whole 
Union. That of Philadelphia has become auxiliary to. it, and have 
invited the schools in their connexion to do the same. 

“It is to be lamented that so beneficial an improvement as that 
of Sunday Schools, should be made an engine for the invading of 
the worship and the ministry of any religious communion: but such 
have been repeated endeavours in regard to ours, under the specious 
pretence of liberality. 

“ Having been uniform, not only in the instanceof such schools, 
but in regard to some other institutions, to décline the giving of en- 
couragement to them, when a part of the professed design is to be 
silent | in the instructions given, and in the buoks distributed, on any 
points coming under the head of Gospel] truth, it is my design to 
record the same, as being, in my view of the subject, essential to 
ministerial fidelity. The principle is not the dictate of hostility to 
any denomination of professed Christians, bat conduces to the liv- 
ing in amity with them, both congregationally and individually, as 
is attested to me by the experience of more than halfaeentury. But 
| cannot concur in a profession to explain the word of truth, under 
a stipulated silence as to any part of its contents. .This would be 
the state of my mind on the subject, were I sure that there would be 
nothing in disparagement of the principles of ous communion. But, 
whatever stipulations there may have been to this effect, they have 
not been punctually regarded by any institutions of that descrip- 
tion, coming under my ‘observation. 
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‘“* The fund for the support of a future Bishop, is still slowly ma 
the increase; much too siowly, since, in the event of the next choice 
of a Bishop, wheiher in the character of a diocesan, or in thy; of ap 
assistant, considering the exteut in which ‘this administrations y, 
be looked for, there is little probability, that any particular parish 
will, as hitherto, cousent to the support of an officer, who wus; , 
occupied in services, which will be so great and so inereasing , 
withdrawing of him from their pastoral concerns. It ought ty \, 
known Geuerally, that all the additions to this fund, and al! qj, 
proceeds from it, have been added to the capital ; it having bees 
understood all along, that no benefit from it wag to accrue to tly 
present Bishop. ‘The generous bequest of Dr. Pilmore, is stij| , 
issue in our courts of law. 

“In the Society for the support of the Widows and Children oj 
deceased Clergymen, there is still an increasing treasury. If oy; 
clergy, generally, do not see or do not choose to avail themselves’ 
of the advantage of this fund, for the benefit of their families in the 
evént of their decease, still it is a satisfaction to know, in refereney 
to the few who feel an interest in this matter, that in the eye: 
supposed, their families will be benefitted much beyond a propor. 
tion to their contributions. 

“The Education Society is still in the struggle of its infancy. 
Probably the favourers of the scheme have been the more slow, bv- 
cause of the many annual demands on the means of the members o' 
our communion in the city, in favour of objects uninteresting to tly 
Church at large. We trust, however, that it will increase in efi- 
ciency. ‘The present number of its beneficiaries is two. 

“The Bible Society consists of members of various religious de- 
nominations: but as our clergy in general feel an interest in it, and 
as some of us have seats at its Board of Managers, there may be 
propriety in noticing itjas in former years. It is matter of concern 
to your Bishop, that the frequency of peeuniary calls on the cov- 
gregations under his parochial care, have hitherto prevented con- 
pliance with alate pressing call of the society now named on the 
various religious societies represented im it; but he hopes, that he 
shall find an opportunity of compliance with this additional de- 
mand. If it should seem to any, that his countenaneing of thi: 
society is inconsistent with the dissent.which he has declared from 
the objects of certain other associations, instituted for the dissemi 
nation of religious truth, with the pledge of silence on difference: 
between different systems Of faith, his defence is, that in this cr 
cumstance is to be found the distinction between the two cases. I 
the latter, there is the disparagement of some points, held by him 
to be important, and involved in the obligation of declaring the 
whole counsel of God. In that of the Bible Society there is the 
limit of distributing the Bible wathout note or comment, leaving t¢ 
every body of men, and to every individual, the explaining of the 
sacred volume, as may be dictated by judgment and by conscience. 


hut without professing to interpret, or otherwise to improve. 
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«In consequence of late occurrences, there are some matters 

which press. on my mind as worthy of the consideration, if not of 

this, of some future convention. In proposing them, while L avail 

myself of the right possessed by me of committing them to your 
Journal, I trust that the right will be construed as exercised not 
wantonly, nor indelicately, but with a justifiable view to the pros- 
perity of an organization, to which, under the blessing of God, I 
ave a beginning, and which has been with me ever since, a subject 
of deep concern. ’ 

“ The shape into which the Constitution has been for some years 
moulded, but in which it was not exhibited in the beginning, has 
seemed to me an unnecessary extent of tax, either on the individual 
deputies, or on the congregational funds; besides, that in conse- 
quence of the increrse of business,it renders the body too numerous 
for the despatch of business. If it should not be thought proper to 
revert to the original idea of voting by Churches, I think that ne- 
cessity Will at last dictate the expedient, of restricting the delega- 
tionto one deputy, from each Church, Neither the weight of the 
laity as an order, nur that of any individual congregation will be 
lessened by such an expedient. 

“ There may be perceived the influence of these sentiments on 
the Constitution, as it was originally established: and, indeed, how- 
ever disposed Lmay be to acquiesce in the general opinion, when 
no truth of our holy religion is concerned, it has been a question in 
my mind, whether the voting by Churches when called for, or the 
allowing Of representation by a single deputy, be to this day consti- 
tutionally abolished. This was my understanding of the subject, 
when the Constitution was modelled into its present shape, in 1814, 
and is the reason why I did not, on that oceasion, call the attention 
to the act of association, in L785; binding together the few Churches 
then inthe State; the authority of which is still recognized in the 
act of I814; which is, therefore, the paramount law of the Church, 
ifmy views of the subject be correct. 

It may be well forsome future-Convention to consider, whether 
it will not be wise to require, as is done in a contigtous diocess, a 
majority of two-thirds for the election of a Bishop. Although, even 
with such a provision, there may oceur some plausible ground for 

disputing the, fairness of an election; yet the Bishop, when the 
election shall have been established, will have a better prospect of 
confidence and support. 
- © * »* . * 
Brethren,—During the long course of my presiding in the counsels 
of this dio¢ess, I have witnessed the Church within it, brought from 
astate bordering on annihilation, and extended as we perceive it to 
be at present. Within all that time, until lately, therehas been felt 
generally, and especially among the clergy, the influence of the spi- 

of that peace which our Saviour left as a legacy to his disciples, 
sop he with them immediately before his passion. This 
amity has been always considered as one of the best of the 
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present appearances, I perceive reason to fear, that trials, hither, 
unknown, are reserved for the smal] remainder of ny days, | jy), 
painfully witnessed the progress of ecclesiastical transactioy. ,, 
contrariety to the clearest dictates of religious and moral ob; 4 
tion—not without the accompanment of indignities perso... , 
wounding to my teelings—such as I think unmerited, and cena; 
such as I have been a stranger to in my earlier years. The subj.< 
is mentioned with the view of plidging my assurance to those wh 
seek the integrity of our Zion, that during my continuance in |)f 
and looking to divine aid for support, b will bear my testimony . 
fayour of the truths of our holy religion, as exhibited by the instin, 
tions of our Church, and against all endeavours directed to their \.. 
struction, or to their deterioration. While, in respect to what ep. 
cerns me personaily, Ido not affect insensibility to the circumstauce, 
it will be my prayer, that through the grace of God, I may be pr. 
served from every grade of hostility toany individual in return, up 
from its being feltin the intercourses and the duties attached to my 
official character. . 

“1 conclude with the expressions of the hope, that the pres» 
session will eventuate in the sustaining of the integrity of the chur), 
to the glory of God, and the extension of the kingdom of his dea 
Son.” 


yO 


FROM BISHOP MOORE’S ADDRESS, 


TO THE LATE CONVENTION OF VIRGINIA; (MAY 1827) WE EXTRACT As 
FOLLOWS : 


“The Secretary, Brethren, will produce to the Convention, a let- 
ter from the Secretary, of the General Convention, on the subject oi 
certain proposed alterations in the Liturgy of the Church. It » 
my duty to mention not only to the members of this Convention, but 
also to the members of the Church throughout the Diocess of Vir- 
ginia, the fears with which my, mind is impressed on this importan 
subject. The Church has hitherto prospered in the use of the L- 
turgy, as it has been handed down to us by our Fathers. Thatun- 
formity of worship which has distinguished us as a society, should 
the proposed alterations be carried into effect, will be destroyed. 
Instead of uniting in the same devotional exercises, as we hitherto 
have done, every Clergyman will have it in his power to select his 
own lessons, and fo read such portions of the Psalms of Datid a: 
he pleases—by which means the public worship of God in these par- 
ticulars, will be as various“s the constitutions ef our minds. The 
old members of the Church, who have been taught to view the Li 
turgy through a medium the most sacred, will be grieved. The 
guards to uniformity being once removed, one innovation will suc 
ceed another, until the people will lose that reverence for our in 
comparable services by which they have been actuated, and the 
Church receive the most vitalinjury. 


- 
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“« When we reflect upon the general esteem in which the Liturgy 
I hay, Me js viewed, by the reflecting and considerate of other denominations, 
our opinion of its excellence should be strengthened and increased. 








DS pp 

yb: ; The celebrated Dr. Clarke, of the Methodist Church, has declared, 
Ouay ME that the Liturgy of the Church is second to no volume, except the 
Miinly ered writings: and the Rev. Mr. Hall of the Baptist Society has 
Wb je ' expressed himself in similar language. ‘To touch a matter of so 
© Whe much consequence without the deepest reflection—to alter a service 
n [if (such acknowledged worth, without years of prayerful considera- 
Ony i tion, should not be ventured on. When we enter the threshold of 
Dstitn. this inquiry, we should take the shoes from off our feet, as the ground 
Cir de. whereon we tread is holy ground. The Church in Virginia, will 
It Cope never be induced, [I trust and pray, to depart, from her prescribed 
tance, forms ; but will defend the Liturgy in all its integrity, and prove to 
€ pre the Christian world that we reverence the opinions of our fathers ; 
n, und and are satisfied with that system of doctrine which they venerated, 
to my and which they so highly valued. 

Such Brethren, are the outlines of the views I entertain of the 
OR)! contemplated measure: I should have considered myself deficient 
Ure, in duty to the Church committed to my care by you, and by heaven, 
dear did I not raise my warning voice in behalf of the Liturgy, and thus 

express the fears which have disturbed my quiet.” 
—@Q0—- 
BISHOP RAVENSCROFT ON EPISCOPACY. 
AS [Continued from page 179 of the last Number.] 

But while I trast that you will seriously reconsider your ground, I must 
let yet pursue the track you have taken, and for the sake of myself as well as 
PS others, detect and expose every error I think you have committed, either 
be in assertion, quotation or reasoning. Page 644, you go on to say— 
but “ We know that the founders of the Church of England did not hold 
ir. these sentiments (on the succession of the ministry in connexion with the 
+: gospel covenant). Weare sure too, that it is not in the Bible as we read 
Li it, and we feel prepared to make our assertion good.” 

Di- Presuming, that by the word founders, you mean the reformers of the 
uld Chureh of England—{its foundation being in the first century and aposto- 
rd. lical.) You must be able then to show that the men who gave their bo- 
ro dies to the flames in behalf of the truth, were double minded men. That 
his the men who declared in the preface to the ordinal “ that it is evident unto 
as all men, diligently reading Holy Scripture and ancient Authors, that from 
ir the Apostles times there have been these orders of ministers in Christ’s 
he Church, Bishops, Priests and Deacons.” And therefore to the intent 
Is that these orders may be continued and reverently used and esteemed in 
ie the Church, no man shall be accounted or taken to be a lawful Bishop, 
a or Deacon in this Church, or be suffered to exeoute any of the said 
- functions, except he be called, tried, examined and admitted thereunto, 
e according to the form hereafter followed, or hath had Episcopal consecra- 


tion or ordination,” did, nevertheless, consider uninterrupted succession 
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from Christ’s Apostles, in the line of Bishops—as incapable of proof ,,, 
unimportant to the validity of the ministerial commission ; and did ¢,». 
fess and allow, that persons otherwise than Episcopally ordained, },, 
equally with themselves a divine right to administer the affairs of Chyiy’, 
kingdom in the world. For this you must do to redeem your pledge ay, 
escape the censure justly due to so unfounded an assertion. 1 thi, | 
know what you can bring forward on this point, and doubt not that it y,) 
be fully met—in the mean time, I am sure that the reformers no why. 
contradict those well considered principles, which they have set forth, ,, 
fundamental in the Artigles, Rubrics, Liturgy and. Ordinal. They we), 
it is true, men of great moderation and forbearance, and did not needless) 
commit themselves, or weaken the general cause of reform by obtrudin, 
their views, uncalled for, wpon the continental Churches—but they w,,;, 
firm men and never flinched trom their principles in the hour of trial 
When you make good your assertion then, by producing from the refor. 
ers, as such, a declaration contrary to that given you from the Ordinal, | 
will credit it. 

In what manner you read the Bible, I have no means of knowing; thi; 
I know, however, that it may be so read as to give countenance and fap. 
cied support to the most opposite as well as the most unfounded notions— 
witness the present state of the Christian world. From the specimey 
given in these Reviews, however, it would appear that it is searched r- 
ther with a view to find out what is in fayour of a particular previous pro. 
fession, than to ascertain the real connexion of the faith and order of the 
Gospel, with the revealed hope of man: ‘To this must be attributed the 
insidious nature of the assertion, that there is no direct or express declara- 
tion in the Scriptures, concerning the importance of an uninterrupted suc- 
cession of the ministry. Hence (as you well know) the hasty conclusion 
of most of your readers, it is not in the Bible, it need not be believed, and 
thus the whole subject is dismissed from the attention, and the mind pre- 
occupied against just information. Yet | would humbly suggest, that the 
wonder-working system of Hermeneutics, which can draw from the Bible, 
the doctrines of particular redemption, of predestination to eternal life of 
a part, and to eternal death of the rest of mankind, by the most merciful 
God, without respect or foresight of any good or evil by them done ; might 
find in that same Bible, at least equal’support for an uninterrupted succes- 
sion from Christ, through his Apostles—to give validity and effect too, to 
sacraments, as seals of the grace of the Gospel. This you say is not be 
found in the Bible, as you read it, and that you are prepared to make 
your assertion good. And here, sir, though I might safely leave the 
point on this issue, and put you upon proving your negative, which you 
can never do, yet for the sake of those who.might be still farther misled 
by the boldness of the assertion, [ will present such proofs for the affirme- 
tive, as cannot be denied by any reasonable man, however, they may be 
unreasonably resisted; and here again I shall avail myself of Mr. Law’s 
reasoning against the Bishop of Bangor. 

“It appears from Scripture, that all sacerdotal power is derived from 
the Holy Ghost. (ur Saviour himself took not the ministry upon him, 
till he had his consecration ; and during the time of his ministry, he was 
under the guidance and direction of the Holy Ghost. Through the Holy 
Ghost, he gave commandment to the Apostles whom he had chosen— 
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when he ordained them to the ministry, it was with these words, “ Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost.” Those whom the Apostles ordained to the same 
(anction, it was by the same authority ; they laid their hands upon 
the Elders, exhorting them to take care of the flock of Christ, over which 
the Holy Ghost had made them overseers. Hereby they plainly declar- 
ed, that however this office was to descend from man to man, through hu- 
nan hands, that it was the Holy Ghost which consecrated them to that 
employment. and gave them authority to execute it. 

« From this it is manifest, that the Priesthood is a grace of the Holy 
Ghost; that it is not a function founded in the natural or civil rights of 
mankind, but 1s derived from the special authority of the Holy Ghost, and 
is as truly a positive institution as the sacrameats, So that they who have 
no authority to alter the old sacraments, and substitute new ones—have 
no power to alter the old order of the Clergy, or introduce any other order 
of them. For why can we change the sacraments? Is it not because 
they are only sacraments, and operate as they are instituted by the Holy 
Ghost? Because they are useless inefficient rites, without this authority ? 
And does not the same reason hold as well for the order of the Clergy ? 
oes not the same Scripture tell us they are equally instituted by the 
Holy Ghost, and oblige only by virtue of his authority ? 

“ How comes it, my Lord, that we cannot alter the Scriptures! Is it 
not because they are divinely inspired and declared by the Holy Ghost? 
And since it is express Scripture, that the Priesthood is instituted and au- 
thorised by the same Holy Spirit, why is not the Holy Ghost as much to 
beregarded, in one institution as another? Why may we not as well 
make a Gospel, and say it was writ by the Holy Ghost, as make a new 
order of the Clergy, and call them his, or esteem them as having any res 
lation to him 

* From this it likewise appears, that there is an absolute necessity of a 
strict succession of authorised ordainers, from the Apostolical times, in 
order to constitute a Christian Priest. For since a commission from the 
Holy Ghost is necessary for the exercise of the office, no one can now re- 
ceive it, but from those who have derived their authority in a true succes- 
sion from the Apostles. We could not, my L ord, call our present Bibles 
the word of God, unless we know the copies from which they are taken, 
were taken from other true ones, till we came to the originals themselves. 
No more could we call any true ministers, or authorised by the Holy Ghost, 
who have not received their commission by an uniterrupted succession of 
lawful ordainers ”—** And as to its not being mentioned in the Scriptures. 
The doctrine on which it is founded, plainly made it unnecessary to men- 
tion it. Is it needful for the scriptures to tell us, that if we take our Bible 
from any false copy, that it is not the word of God? Why then need they 
tell us, that if we are ordained by usurping false pretenders to ordination, 
hot deriving their authority to that end from the Apostles, that we are no 
Priests? Does not the thing itself speak as plain in one case as in the 
other?” T shall therefore, my Lord, take leave to lay it down as a plain 
undeniable christian truth, that the order of the Clergy, is an order of as 
necessary obligation’as the sacraments, and as unalterable as the holy 

iptures ; the sume Holy Ghost, being as truly the author and founder of 
the ‘tiesthood, as the institutor of the sacraments, or the inspirer of the 
divine oracles. 
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“ What your Lordship charges upon your adversaries as an absurd :o, 
trine, in pretending the necessity of one regular successive and particy),, 
order of the Clergy, is a true christian doctrine ; and as certain from “i 
ture, as that we are to keep to the institution of particular sacraments: - 
not to alter those particular scriptures which now compose the canon of 
the Old and New Testament.”—2d Letter. 

Nevertheless “ you are sure, it is not in the Bible as you read it,” 4p, 
how many things by you considered more sacred than uninterrupted sye. 
cession, have no express * thus saith the Lord,” in the letter of Scripture? 
Are they therefore unscriptaral, and to be cast away from the obseryaycs 
of christians? but whatever you may think or say the truth of the mx. 
ter is undeniably this, “If nothing is to be esteemed of any momen; 
among christians, which is Not expressly required in the scriptures— [ je, 
it is of no moment whether we believe the scripture to be a standing ry» 
of faith in all ages, whether we have any Clergy at all, whether we obsery. 
the Lord’s day, whether we baptize our children, or whether we go tj 
public worhip; for none of these things are expressly required in so many 
words in scripture. Butif you (and those who follow your faita,) will 
take these things to be of moment, and well proved, because they are 

founded in scripture, though not in express terms, or under plain com. 
mands—if you (and they) will acknowledge these matters to be well as. 
serted, because they may be gathered from scripture, and are confirmed 
by the universal practice of the church in all ages, (which is all the proof 
they are capable of,) I do not doubt but it will appear, that this successive 
order of the Clergy, is founded on the same evidence, and supported by 
as great authority, so that it must be thought of the same moment with 
these things by all unprejudiced persons. for though it be not expressly 
said, that there shall always be a succession of Episcopal Clergy, yet it is 
a truth founded in scripture itself, and asserted by the universal voice o/ 
tradition, in the first and succeeding ages of the Church. 

Your objection then to Episcopal succession in the Ministry, from the 
want of express words of scripture for its institution, by proving too much, 
proves nothing but the weakness of the cause, which is reduced to so poor 
a shift. For to be consistent, you must abandon every christian doctrine 
and practice, not thus supported. In truth, you must surrender the Bible 
as the word of God. For its claim to that high distinction rests on the 
same foundation, and is established by the same testimony with the unin- 
terrupted line of Episcopal succession in the church of Christ. 

As however, this objection is the strong hold of dissenters, and widel) 
spread in its operation, not only upon the illiterate and ignorant — but upon 
those also, who might be presumed, from theiradvantages of education, 
and the supreme importance of the subject, better informed respecting it : 
I must carry out the argument from scripture, for uninterrupted succession, 
from the Apostlés in the christian ministry, to the different orders in that 
succession.” ; | 

To proceed with the argument then. “ The order of the Clergy, ' 
not only a positive order instituted by God, but the different degrees 19 
this order are of the same nature. For we find in’Scripture that some 
persons could perform some offices in the priesthood, which neither Dea- 
cons nor Priests could do, though those Deacons and Priests were inspire 

rsons and workers of miracles ‘Thus ‘Timothy was sent to ordati 
Elders, because none below his order, who was a Bishop, could perform 
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that office. Peter and John laid their hands upon baptized persons, be- 
cause neither Priests nor Deacons, though workers of miracles, could exe- 
cute that part of the sacerdotal office. . | 

« Now can we imagine that the Apostles and Bishops, thus distinguished 
themselves for nothing ¢ That there were the same power in Deacons 
and Priests to execute those offices though they took them to themselves ? 
No, my Lord, if three degrees in the ministry are lustituted In scripture, 
we are obliged to think them as truly distinet in their powers, as we are to 
think that the priesthood itself contains powers that are distinct from those 
of the laity. Itis no more consistent with scripture, to say that Deacons 
or Priests may ordain, than that the laity are Priests and Deacons, The 
came divine institution, making is truly a difference betwixt the Clergy, as 
+ dues betwixt Clergy and Laity. Now if the order of the Clergy be a 
divine positive institution, in which there are different degrees of power, 
where some alone can ordain, &c. whilst others can only pertorm other parts 
of the sacred office; if this (as it plainly appears) be a doctrine of serip- 
wre, then itis a doctrine of scripture that there is a necessity of such a 
succession of men as have power to ordain. For do the scriptures make 
it necessary that Timothy (or some Bishop) should be sent to Ephesus to 
ordain Priests, because the Priests who were there could not ordain? 
And do not the same scriptures make it as necessary that Timothy’s suc- 
cessor be the only ordainers, as well as he was in his time? Will not 
Priests in the next age, be as destitute of ordaining as when Timothy was 
alive? So that, since the seriptures teach that ‘Timothy, or persons of 
his order, could alone ordain in that age, they as plainly teach, that the 
successors of that order can alone ordain in any age, and consequently, 
the scriptures plainly teach a necessity of an Episcopal succeesion. 

“he scriptures declare there is a necessity of a divine commission to 
execute the office of a Priest. They also teach that this commission can 
only be had from particular persons; theretore, the scriptures plainly 
teach, there is a necessity of a succession of such particular persons, in 
order to keep up a truly commissioned Clergy. Suppose, when Timothy 
was sent to Ephesus to ordain Elders, the church had told him, ‘ We have 
chosen Elders already, and laid our hands upon them.’ Would sucha 
practice have been allowed of in the Ephesians, or would ministers so or- 
dained, have been received as the ministers of Christ? If not, why must 
such ininisters be allowed of in any affer ages? Would not the same 
proceeding against any of Timothy’s successors have deserved the same 
censure, as being eqnally unlawful? If therefore, the scripture condemns 
all ordinations but what is Episcopal, the scriptures make a succession of 
Episcopal ordainers necessary. Sothat | hope, my Lord, we shall be no 
more told, that this is a doctrine not mentioned in scripture, or without 
any foundation in it.””— Ibid. 

Thus sir, have I met your objection to the claim of uninterrupted E pis- 
copal succession from the Apostles of Christ—from the want of express 
warrant of seripture for it, in the word-, and with the arguments, of Mr. 
Law, in the controversy with Bishop Hoadly. As. the objection on your 
part,is indentically'the same with that of the Right Rev. Prelate, the 
complete refutation of it, as advanced by him contuined in Mr. Law’s 
second letter, is equally solid and satisfactory when used against it, as re- 
vived by you. 

(To be continued.) 
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Poetry. 


FROM THE EPISCOPAL WATCHMAN. 


CONFIRMATION. 


Tue white-stoled Bishop stood amid a crowd— 
Noviciates all—who, tutored to revere 
The Mitre’s holy offices, drew near, 

And, after sins renounced, and pledges vowed, 
Pale with emotion and religious fear, 

In meek subjection, round the chancel, bowed, 
To hallowed hands, that o’er them, one by one, 
Fell, with a Prelate’s thrilling benison. 

Thou, who canst make the loadstone’s touch impart 
An active vee to the tempered steel, 

Oh let Thy hand rest on them till they feel 

A new-born impulse stirring in the heart, 

Aud, swinging from surrounding objects, free, 


Point, with a tremulous confidence to Thee ! 
ASAPH. 





FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER. 


THE LILY OF THE VALLEY. 


‘THere is a flower, a tender flower, 

No fairer blooms in brake or bower ; 
Whose modest petals ever blow, 
Beneath its dark green leaves so low: 
Should no intruder lift its head, 

From off its humble turfy bed, * 
Successive flowers may bud and bloom, 
To scatter round their mild perfume: 
But should some curious wandering eve, 
Its secret hiding place descry, 

Support with care its head on high, 
"Twill only wither, droop and die 


So in domestic privacy, 

The purest worth will often be— 

And minds and forms to Heaven allied, 
Like lilies.seek in shade to hide— 

The storm that bends the forest low, 

But makes the lily fairer show — 

So Christian’s trials while on earth, 

But try their faith and prove their worth ; 
Ob, may they seek nor wealth nor show, 
Regardless let such trifles go, 

Meekly support life’s stormy day, 

Then joyful pass to Heaven away. 


May He who clothes the lily fair, 
Divest us of each earthborn care, 
And grace from Heaven to us be seat, 
What e’er our state, to be content: 
Lord! may we ever keep inwiew, 
What thou hast sald (the just and true,) 
Not many powerful, rich or great, 
Shall enter in that portal gate, 
Tho’ sinners penitent and low), 
Through Jesus Christ may freely go ; 
T re racious calls may we embrace, 
nd in n thy kingdom fad a place: | 
a here sins, temptations, all are past, 
And joy ang bliss forever last. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCH. 


English Publication of Bishop Dehon’s Sermons.—It appears from 
cent letters of G. W. Marriott, Esq. who has benevolently inte- 
vested himself in effecting the remittance to the “ Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity” of the proceeds on the above publi- 
cation, that the whole profit on the first edition, amounting to 
£184 15s. and half of the profit (the booksellers reasonably requir- 
ing the other half, having been responsible should any loss have 
been incurred) of the second edition, amounting to £128 7s. 6d. 
also, £7 16s. 10d. being the profit on the two Sermons on Confir- 
mation, printed in a separate volume, will accrue to the Society. 
The friends of the Society and the Church, cannot but be deeply 
sensible of the generosity of their English brethren on this occasion. 

St. Stephen’s Chapel.—The Thursday afternoon Lecture has been 
resumed by several of the Clergy, officiating in rotation. It is be- 
lieved that the members of our Church will find it both pleasant and 
profitable to attend, and the hour of 5 o’clock for commencing ser- 
vice, places it in the power of many whose avocations prevent their 
constant presence at the morning service on prayer days. While 
adverting to this interesting Church, built for the accommodation 
ou the Lord’s day, of those who have not the means of paying for 
seats in the Sanctuary, we ask leave to present to our readers, an 
extract from a Sermon of its worthy minister, which, by request, 
has been obligingly furnished. 

“ The establishment of a Chapel like this is not more new than 
itis useful. There is nothing like it inthe United States. Every 
Church requires of its members a support, but this only asks its 
members to come and be made wise in the ways of salvation, with- 
out money and without price. It calls in, to the feast of divine 
love, the poor, the blind, the lame and halt. It puts down all dis- 
tnctions of rich and great. It invites all men to come unto Christ, 
ind be saved, for my house, said he, by the Prophet Isaiah, shall be 
called the house of prayer for all people. 

“Being thus provided with the regular services of the Church, 
‘et me entreat you not to neglect it, neverto absent yourselves from 
it when it is open for divine service. Keep to your Church, and 
worship there as members of one family of the Saints. Pray let me 
vot hear that you are dispersed, no one can tell where. What com- 
fort can change of scene and labor do me if the mortifying intelli- 
rence shall be conveyed to me, that now the shepherd is smitten, 
the sheep are scattered.” 


Charleston P. E. Sunday School Society. —On Whitsun Tuesday, 
the 5th of June, 1827, the Eighth Anniversary of the Society, was 
held in St. Philip’s Church, Charleston. Divine Service was per- 
lormed by the Rev. Mr. Lanée, Rector of Prince George, Winyaw, 
and an appropriate Address, delivered by the Rey. Cbristian Hanck- 
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el, Rector of St. Paul’s Clitr@} Radcliffeborough. Abou; 300 
children were present, exhibiting by their correct and serious de. 
portment, a spectacle delightful and interesting to the Patriy; x, 
Christian, 

After the Address, the Members assembled to elect officers an¢ ta 
receive the Annual Report; by which it appears there are jy ;), 
Schools, under the charge of the Society, nearly 500 Children, \». 
structed by 72 Teachers. There are 22 liie weinbers in the soe. 
ety; and 130 annual members. 

On motion of Mr. Huger, the thanks of the Society were re‘yr, 
ed to Mr. Hanckel, for his appropriate Address, and a copy ther. 
of requested for publication. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Society be considered Auxilign 
to the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, 

For further particulars, we refer to the above mentioned Addyew 
and the Annual Report which have just been printed. 


New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society.—Fron 
their tenth Report, it appears that in the ten Churches, in the ei 
of New-York, in union with the Society, there are 2235 Scholar. 
exceeding by 467 the uumber reported last year; and about! 
male and 85 female Teachers. The number of members belonging 
to the Society is not stated in the Report. 


Episcopal Female, Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society of 
Charleston.—A Society under the above title has recently been in- 
stituted in this city. ‘The two great objects of assisting the Mis 
sionary cause, and those candidates for the Ministry who are ins 
needy condition, had long since engaged the attention of the char- 
table females of our communion, and the above Society removes the 
opinion which might otherwise have been entertained, that they wer 
not suitably impressed with the importance of a third great means 
of advancing Christianity by the dissemination of approved books 
The necessity of Episcopalians uniting for this latter purpose 's 
happily illustrated in an article, p. 205, of this number. And th 
following remarks of an English Bishop will not be deemed inap 
plicable : ‘* If members of the Church (Protestant Episcopal) would 
pour the streams oftheir bounty in one channel, and withhold ther 
support from those Religious Societies which are not in regula! 
connection with the Church, their influence and their means would 
be turned to the surest and safest account, and these Societies (i. ¢ 
their own thus commanding all the resources over which they have 
a natural claim, but which have been unduly and unwisely diverted 
from them, would embrace an almost boundless field of operation, 
and prove beyond all other systems, effectual in extending the 
knowledge of the Saviour to the remotest corners of the earth.’ 


Protestant Episcopal General Missionary Society.—The annual 
meeting of the Board of Directors of this Society, was held in 
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ary at St. Louis, and the Rev. R. F. Cadle, at Detroit, with increas- 
Ded prospects of usefulness; that the Rev. John Davis had, since 
the last meeting of the Board, been appointed a missionary to Ten- 
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| the Vestry room of St. James’ Church in Philadelphia, on the 
7th May. 


from the minutes of the Executive Committee, since their ap- 
nent in November last, which were laid before the Board, it 
red that the Rev. Mr. Horrell was still employed as a mission- 


nessee, and had located himself at Knoxville, where he had col- 


™ \-cted a numerous congregation, to whom, for the present, he was 
| ministering exclusively, with much reason to believe that his labours 
‘were greatly blessed by his divine Master—that the Rev. Ralph 


Williston had been recently appointed agent of the Society to visit 


Florida, and in particular, Tallahassee, the capital of that territory, 


with a view to make arrangements for his establishment as a mis- 


| sionary at that place, assurances having been given the Executive 
Committee that a minister of vur Church was much desired and 


would be cordially welcomed. 
The Committee have been greatly anxious to fulfil the expec- 
tations of the Board, with regard to the sending a missionary of our 


Church to Buenos Ayres, in South-America; that having been 


made a missionary station at the meeting of the Board last autumn ; 
and their attention having been particularly drawn to it by a vote 
of the General Convention. With a view to effect this desirable 
object, the Committee have corresponded with those clergymen 
who were known to feel a particular interest in it, and have caused 
an invitation for applications for the appointment, as had been sug- 
rested to them, to be inserted in various periodical publications, 
but have not yet been able to obtain the services of a suitable indi- 
vidual. This is much to be lamented, for the station is considered 
to furnish a sphere of extraordinary usefulness, and such as to give 
peculiar dignity to the character of the missionary, while it calls 
forthe exercise, and will aid in the developement of talent, and re- 
quires a deep-seated and vigorous devotion. As a sphere for the 
labours of a talented missionary of our Church, it may rank below 
the Holy Land, but is assuredly second to no other. We could wish 
that some of our yaung and warm hearted clergymen would give 
this subject earnest attention, with prayer for the Divine guidance, 
and if called of God, why, let them go forth in his name to the 
work, and he will support and reward them. 

A communication from the Rev. Edward Bickersteth, Secretary 
of the London Church Missionary Society, to Bishop White, the 
President of this Society, bad been laid by the latter before the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the object of which was to procure the recom- 
nendation of suitable men of colour to the London Society, for their 
missions at Sierra Leone. The letter was inserted in several peri- 
‘dical publications, in order to procure the attention of the Clergy 
renerally, and others, to the application. . The Committee have 
een led, under an earnest hope of their usefulness in this impor- 
‘unt field,to recommend two persons to the London Society, trust- 
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ing that their future conduct will amply susta 
dation. ° . ° ° 

In consideration of the peculiar and promising circumstaners ,, 
the Church at Detroit, the Board of Directors determined to re)... 
the congregation there in their efforts to erect a house of wors),, 
by assuming for the Society the entire support of the missions 
there, for one'year from the time the building should be conmer;. 
ed, This was done under the impression that more good woy|) 
in all probability, be effected, by planting the Church firmly whe 
it gave a prospect of permanency, than by scattering the bounty » 
the Society upon temporary services which might leave no benefice, 
impression. 

he sum of two hundred dollars per annum, for three years, wa; 
appropriated to the diocess of Georgia, where missionaries ay 
much needed, and there is a prospect of establishing some new cop. 
gregationes, 

The accounts of the Treasurer exhibit the following results :—o 
the Foreign missions account, there is a balance in the hand of 1) 
Treasurer of S1066 86;—on the Green Bay mission account, 
balance of $63 :—on the Domestic missions account, a balance o/ 
#244 30 :—and on the General account, a balance due the Treas. 
rer of S184 852. ° “s - ° 

Two new auxiliary associations have been reported to the Ey. 
cutive Committee. Five clergymen have been made patrons of tly 
Society, by the contribution of fifty dollars for cach to the funds: 
the Society, and six persons have become life subscribers by ' 
payment of thirty dollars at one time.—Church Register. 

Diocess of Virginia.—The annual Convention was held in Fre: 
ericksburgh, on the L7th, [S8th, and 19th of May. The number 0! 
Clergy present was largerthan had ever been known on a similar 
ve@casion, and the lay delegation was full. ‘* The Sermon, at ti 
opening of the Convention, was preached by the Rey. Henry . 
Ducachet, M. D. of Norfolk, from 1 Cor. iv. 2: “Jt is required 
Stewards that a man be found faithful.” The preacher addresse 
himself chiefly to his clerical brethren ; and pointed out, illustrated, 
and enforced, in perspicuous, chaste, and eloquent language, the 
importance of faithfulness in a minister of Christ. We were part: 
eularly pleased with that part of the sermon, in which was discus*" 
the character, extent, and value of pastoral visiting. We could wr! 
thatevery Christian minister could have listened to the preachers 
affectionate, earnest, and experimental exhibition of this topic ot his 


in the recommey. 
. 


discourse. 

‘“ The Committee on, the state of the Church proposed a resoll- 
tion, which was adopted, recommending to the patronage of t 
Church in the Diocess, the Sunday School Union of the Protest" 


Episcopal Church, established in Philadelphia during the last se~ 


sion of the General Convention, a 
‘ The Committee to whom were referred the communication ” 


the Secretaries of the General Convention, respecting some ©°™ 
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templated alterations in the Liturgy, echoed the sound and consist- 
ent sentiments of the Bishop in his address to the Convention, and 
reported in the most decided manner unfavourably to the proposed 
changes. f 

“From the Report of the Board of Trustees of the Theological 
school, we learn, that immediate measures will be adopted for the 
iocation of the Seminary in the vicinity of Alexandria, and the 
erection of such buildings as may be necessary for the accommo- 
Jation of the Professors and Students.” 

Diocess of Pennsylvania.—It appears, from the Journal of the last 
Convention, which we have just received, that in addition to the 
particulars mentioned in our last number, the consideration of 
the resolutions from the General Convention, as to alterations of 
Liturgy, &c. was postponed to the next meeting, that the number 
of Clergy in the diocess is | Bishop, 48 Presbyters and 1! Deacons ; 
the number of Congregations 67, and the amount of the Bishop’s 
fund $11,196 77. Among the Parochial reports, we notice the 
following: ‘‘ Baptisms —; the Clerk has neglected to enter them.” 
Does the 45th Canon require this of the Clerk? Inthat portion of 
the diocess, west of the Alleghany, six Congregations have been al- 
ready organized, and three Churches building. 

The Episcopal Female Tract Society of Philadelphia, in their Lith 
annual Report, just published, say, ‘‘ We have promptly answered 
every call made upon us by the different missionaries in the various 
parts of this diocess, who have stated that they have found our pub- 
lications to be.eminently useful, and well suited to assist them in 
building up “‘the waste places of Zion,” although we regret that 
we have not been enabled to furnish them with as great a variety as 
we could have wished, from the inadequacy of our funds, yet it is 
gratifying that such as we have published, have been highly approv- 
ed by those whose opinions we value. We have uniformly endea- 
voured to select those which would best ‘* promote the interests of 
evangelical religion, and sound morality,” at the same time exhi- 
biting the peculiar doctrines of that Church to which we profess to 
belong. From the great demand for them we trust that they have 
fully answered the end designed. We have published 18,000, and 
sold a greatermumber than at any antecedent time, many of them 
to residents of other states. More than 8000 have been gratuitously 
distributed to public charitable institutions, and Sunday schools 
unable to purchase them. From the productive sermon preached 
for the benefit oftthe society, by the Rev. L. 8S. lyes, from the ar- 
rangement made with the Baltimore Episcopal Tract Society, and 
from purchases, subseribers have received upwards of ®00 pages for 
their anual subscription of one dollar. We close this statement of 
our transactions of the past year, by soliciting the members of our 

Chureh to examine the tracts which we have published, (they having 
previously received the sanction of the clergy) and judge if they be 
calculated to further the efforts of the missionary ; and subserve 
the cause of religion and morality, and if they be found efficient, to 
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add their names to our list, and thus enable us to increase our Jim). 
ed means of usefulness.” 

Protestant Episcopal Church in Canada.—In Montreal, there a;, 
2,300 members of this Church. In Quebec, of the Protestant popu- 
lation, about one half are ofthe same Church. In Upper Canada, 
the number of Protestant Episcopal Clergy is more than three time; 
the number of any other settled ministry in that Province. Thy: 
demands of the people for Protestant Episcopal Clergymen are s» 
constant and pressing, that if the Bishop had the means at his djs. 
posal, their number might be doubled in a short time. 

Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary.—Extract of a Jette; 
from a Student.—* | have lately taken a room in the New Semina- 
ry Building, and am now so situated, that I can pursue my studies 
with greater application than I could in the noise and bustle of a 
city. I have the room free of rent, and as I expect to obtain board 
for $2 25 cts. per week, my expenses will consequently be less than 
they were in the city. The spacious and magnificent building de- 
voted to the interests of the Church, is almost completed. Dr. Tur. 
ner has this day taken possession of his apartment, and several of 
the rooms are oceupied by the students.” 


-_— 


Kenyon College, Ohio.—Collections have recently been made at 
the North for this Institution, by its respected President, Bishop 
Chase. The amount subscribed is stated to be $8,800. There have 
lately been presented to it by English friends, a number of valuable 
books, among others, Walton’s Polyglott, Pool’s Synopsis, Origen 
on the Scriptures, Spencer de Legibus Heb. The agent for the 
above Institution has recently been in this diocess, and obtained 
subscriptions to the amount of about $1300, we regret to add less 
in proportion in Charleston than in the other places he has visited, 
but the appointment of Mr. E. Thayer, who has kindly consented 
to act-as resident agent, will give our friends who have not yet sub- 
scribed, an opportunity to do so. Donations in money or books, 
will be thankfully received by him at the Episcopal Library, No. 
79, Broad-street. 


Bible Questions.—I\st. What authority have Christians for observ- 
ing the Lord’s Day instead of the Jewish Sabbath, or Saturday ? 

2d, Explain those texts of the New Testament, (Coloss. ii. 16.— 
Galat. iv. 10. Rom. xiv. 5, &c.) which seem to dispense with the 
observance of a Sabbath. 

3d. In what manner should the Lord’s Day be sanctified ? 

Consult Dwight’s Sermons, Vol. IV. Serm. 105, 106, 107 ; Dehon’s 
Sermons, Vol. I. ;, Hobart’s Festival and Fasts, chap. 1 ; Mant and 
D’Oyly’s Bible, on Coloss. ii. 16; Exod. xx. 11, and Deut. v. V4, 
&c.; Whitby on Coloss. ii. 16, and 1 Corinth. xvi. 2, &c. ; Secker 
on the Catechism, Lect. xxxi.; Stanhope on the Epist. and Gosp. 
Vol. III. Answers to be given on the first Sunday in August. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

“ Christian Sentinel and anglo-Canadian Churchman's Magasine."—We have re- 
rived, and read with great satisfaction, the two first numbers ot this work, being 
for January and March, 1827. Having referred to some of the rel.gious periodicals 
»four Chureh, which the Editor says he peruses with peculiar interest, he proceeds 
9 the following complimentary and kind terms: 1 ; 

«ff the celebrated Dr. Shatisbury,when adverting to the Calvinistic reformed 
Church in France, asked the astonished House of Peers, what shall we do for our 
suter in the day that she shall be spoken for ? What ought to be our teelings towards 
ogr sister Church in the U nited States, which speaks the same language as ourselves; 
is governed by the same Constitution ; subscribes to the same doctrines; and wor- 
chips according to the same ritual?) An English Clergyman’s heart must swe!l with 
exultation and aflection, when he reflects on that vigorous and beaut ful branch of 
his parent Church; “ For my brethren aad companions sake, I will wish thee pros- 
perity: yea, because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do thee good.” 


“ 4n Address on the character and objects of Science, and especially the influence of 
the Reformation onthe Sctence and Literature, past, present and future, of Protestant 
nations, delivered before the Literary and Philosophical Society of South Carolina, on 
the 9th May, 1827, by Thomas S. Grimke, a Member.” --in ths pamphlet of 73 pages, 
the substance of many volumes is contained, and while the information afforded will 
creatly interest the general reader, and its learning and eloquence the enlightened 
ind,” the pious will be delighted by the evidence adduced of the debt of science 
to pure religion, and by the fine moral tone which pervades the whole composition. 
-cience and Literature are chietly valuable as means of usefulness, and Christianity 
supplying the highest motives to usefulness, cannot but be their powerful advocate. 
Happy wuuld it be if our public speakers and writers would thus identify the cause 
of knowledge and virtue, and if that great common catse had many such to vindi- 
cateand recommend it. ‘the prayer of St. Chrysostom instructs us to regard the 
knowledge of truth in this world as one of the chief desires of the good man, and the 
Address before us is in correspondence with this just opinion. 


4 Compendious Hebrew and English Lexicon, by Joseph James, Philadelphia, 1826. 
We are informed that the author is a venerable gentleman, who has it in contempla- 
tion to publish a larger Lexicon, of the same important language, (which is more 
und more engaging attention in this country) should this pocket volume be suitably 
encouraged. 

The preface says: ‘‘ This compeud is without the pomts, as they would have en- 
larged itto more than twice the size, and in some measure, defeated the object of 
having a portable companion ;” and that it “ contains under two thousand six hun- 
dred and eighteen words, all the Hlebrew and Chaldaic :oots of the Old Testament, 
esplained by upwards of fourteen thousand English definitions.” 

lhere are prefixed, what must be usetul to a learner, an explanation of the eleven 
servile letters, and of the conjunctive and conversive vaf, and rules for finding the 
reo! of any word not excecdiug three radicals 


A letter to the Purishoners of St. Luke's Church, Rochester, on the Spiritual Cha- 
racler of the Liturgy of the Episcopal Church, by the Rev. F. H. Cuniing.—This is a 
brief popular commentary on the Morning Service of our Church, pointing out its 
ercellencies in an agreeable manner, and at the same time obviating objections not 
ouly satisfacto ily but in a Christian temper. 


<0 te 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianty in 
South- Carolina.— Vheological Library, 

The Librarian acknowledges the foliowing donations, made tu the Library during 
the month of June. 

by Rt Rev. Dr. Bowen, Beasley's Sermon on Duelling, 8vo. stitched. 

By Rev, Frederick Dalcho, thé Rowan Missal, translated into the English Language 
for the use of the Laity :.to which is prefixed, am, Historical Explanation of the Vest- 
vents, Ceremonies, &c. appeftaining to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mags, by the Rt. 
Kev. Dr. England, Bishop of Charleston, I8mo. sheep. 


* The necessity of a Theologian studying the original Languages of the Bible, will, we do not doubt 
by the author, notwithstanding the somewhat peculiar opinions he hes expressed as te 
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By Rev. Francis Huger Rutledge, Leighton's D. D. Robert, Archbishop, Wo, 
new and enlarged edition, with the Life of the Author, by the Rev. G. Ferment ¢ , 
Svo. calf. 4 

By Daniel Ravenel, Cave’s Antiquitates Apostolice er the History of the 1, 
Acts and Martyrdoms of the Holy Apostles, of our Saviour, and the two Eva... 
ists, St. Mark and St. Luke, &c. and the Lives of the Primitive Fathers, 2 vols. folic 
parchment. 7 

An Exhortation to the inhabitants of the Province of South-Carolina, to bring thew 
deeds to the Light of Christ, in their own consciences ; in which is inserted, some = 
count of the Authoress’ Experience in the important business of Religion, by s H 
18mo. rough calf. : 

By Hon. T. 8. Grimké, Missionary Herald, for January, February, March. 4)- 
and May, 8vo. stitched. ao 

By Thomas Waring, Dick's Christian Philosopher, 12mo. boards. 

By Ebenezer Thayer, a collection of interesting Tracts, published by order of (. 
neral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, 12mo. bound. 

Methodist Hymns, 24mo. bound-— An extract of the Christian’s pattern or a Tres 
tise On the imitation of Christ, by Thomas a Kempis, translated by John Wes, 
A. M. 32mo. bound. j 

Merrit’s Rev. I. Christian, Christian Manual, a Treatise on Christian Perfecto, 
with directions for attaining that, chiefly compiled from the works of the Rey. Jo), 
Wesley, A.M 32mo. bound. 

Frey's Hebrew Student’s Companion, 32mo. bound. 

The Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 32 mo. bound 

7 Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received at the Libra, 
No. 79 Broad-streel, between King and Meeling- streets. 


—000— 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in ¥ 
CarclinamOn Sunday, May 20, 1827, in Corist Church, Newbern, the Rey. Geor:, 
W. Freeman, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests, 

By the Right kev. Dr. Muore, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Virginia—On Sunda 
May 20, 1827, in St George's Church, Fredericksburgh, Mr. Alva Sanford, and \\ 
George L. Mackenheimer, were admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and o 
Wednesday, May 23, the Rev. George A, Smith, Deacon, was admitted to the Ho’ 
Order of Priests, 

By the Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Pennsylvania —v» 
Wednesday, May 9, 1827, in St. Stephen’s Church, Harrisburgh, the Rev. James l) 
Pui, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr’ Croes, Bishop of the P. LE. Church in New Jersey.—On W 
nesday, May 2, 1827, in St. John’s Church, Elizabethtown, the Rev. Smith Pyor, 
Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the P. E. Church, in the Eastern Dioces 
On Thursday, May 3, 1827, in St. Michael's Church, Bristol, R. I. Mr. R. B. Drave, 
was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and on Tuesday, May 5, at the same 
place, Mr. H. C. Knight was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and the Res 
John Bristed, Deacon, Was admitied to the Holy Order of Priests. 

> CONSECRATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Moore, Bishop of the P. E. Church, in Virginia —On Thurs 
day, April 26, 1827, St. James’ Church, Northam, Goochland county, was solemn); 
consecrated to the Christian Worship of Atmighty God sgAnd on May 23, anew 
Church was consecrated in Culpepper county. 

By the Righ! Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Pennsylyania.—V 
Wednesday, May 9, 1827, St Stephen's Church, Harrisburg, was sulemnly con» 
erated to the Christian Worship of God. ve 


=I 
CALENDAR FOR JULY. 


1. Third Sunday after Trinity. 15. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
2. Monthly | g of the Trustees of the P. E.) 22. Sixth do. do. 

Society (or the Advancement eo! Christianity | 25. St. James’ 

ia South. Carolina. | 26. Me of the Standing Committee 0! " 
@ Fourth Sunday after Trinity. | Pro. Epis. Missionary Society. 
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